
Alexander von 
Humboldt Research 
Award 2010 

Animal Minds and Artificial 

Intelligence 

Prof. Colin Allen, Indiana University Bloomington 

Alexander von Humboldt-Laureate 2010 

 

Colin Allen is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Bloomington, Indiana. He is 

well-known internationally for his outstanding research in animal mind, philosophy of 

biology and artificial intelligence. It is characteristic for his work that he combines 

philosophical analysis with empirical cognitive sciences, especially relying on recent 

developments in animal research and robotics. Important books are entitled "Species 

of the Mind", "The Cognitive Animal" and "Moral Machines". 

He is director of the Cognitive Science program as well as founder and organizer of 

the Center for the Integrative Study of Animal Behavior. In 2008-2009 he was 

president of the Society for Philosophy & Psychology in the USA. 

 

Professor Colin Allen is hosted by Professor Albert Newen at the Institute of 

Philosophy, Ruhr-University Bochum. 

 
 
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, established 1953 by the Federal Republic of Germany, thrives on the 

expertise of the huge Humboldt Family in scientific and research policy matters. It not only embraces more than 

23.000 active Humboldtians worldwide but also hosts reviewers, committee members, partner organizations and the 

Foundation’s team in Bonn and Berlin. It promotes the exchange and mutual enrichment of knowledge in 

international dialogue via conferences, like the Frontiers of Research Symposia and other meetings. 

On the basis of its traditional strengths, complemented by new ideas and initiatives, it helps to ensure that Germany 

remains a top address for the international academic elite. At the same time, it supports global cultural dialogue for 

long-term peace policy and uses its worldwide network of understanding to achieve this. 

 


